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The project Learning From the Underground 
or The Spalax Dialectic tells the story of rare, 
endangered rodents that use a magnetic field 
to navigate underground and can cross the EU 
border. It is a species of spalax (blind mole rat), 
an expert in digging underground tunnels and 
lives in the border region between Serbia and 
Hungary. When the authorities of Hungary built 
razor-wire fences to prevent people from crossing 
the border, it seemed like an insurmountable 
barrier. However, tunneling deep under the 
border fence has been shown to be a possible 
strategy. The tunnels were soon discovered and 
destroyed. However, burrowing has persisted as 
a survival strategy. The story of this subterranean 
species serves to start a conversation about why 
the burrowing dialectic can seem so attractive 
to us today. At one of the discussions known 
as Chto delat: The Emergency Room, when the 
project was first presented in 2024, the topic was 
how appropriate the Spalax dialectic metaphor 
was and its various interpretations. 

The conversation was about whether there is an 
urgency for an underground position in artistic 
and cultural production. Should we shut down 
our systems and networks and withdraw into 
our own institutions, keeping the old tactic of 
creating a temporary autonomous zone? Is this 
an act of subversion or is it done out of fear of 
censorship? As freedom is hard to find in the 
darkness of the underground, strategies of 
resistance still remain necessary.

Projekat „Učiti od undergrounda ili Spalax 
dijalektika” donosi priču o retkim, ugroženim 
glodarima koji koriste magnetno polje za navi-
gaciju pod zemljom i mogu da pređu granicu 
EU. Reč je o vrsti spalax (slepo kuče), koja je 
stručnjak za kopanje podzemnih tunela i živi u 
pograničnom regionu između Srbije i Mađarske. 
Kada su mađarske vlasti podigle ograde sa žilet 
žicom kako bi sprečili ljude u pokretu, činilo 
se da je to nepremostiva blokada. Međutim, 
pokazalo se da je kopanje tunela duboko ispod 
granične ograde moguća strategija. Tuneli su 
ubrzo otkriveni i uništeni. Ipak, ukopavanje je 
opstalo kao strategija preživljavanja. Priča o 
ovoj podzemnoj vrsti služi kako bi se započeo 
razgovor o tome zašto dijalektika ukopavanja 
može da nam deluje danas tako privlačno. 

Na jednoj od diskusija gde je projekat prvi put 
bio predstavljen 2024. godine u Chto delat: The 
Emergency Room, raspravljalo se o prikladnosti 
i različitim tumačenjima predložene metafore 
Spalax dijalektike. Razgovor se vodio oko toga 
da li postoji hitnost underground pozicije u 
umetničkoj i kulturnoj produkciji. Da li treba 
da zatvorimo naše sisteme i mreže i povučemo 
se u sopstvene institucije, zadržavajući staru 
taktiku stvaranja privremene autonomne zone? 
Da li je ovo čin subverzije ili se to čini iz straha 
od cenzure? Kako je slobodu teško pronaći u 
tami podzemlja, strategije otpora i dalje ostaju 
neophodne.
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